
Physics 309

Quantum Mechanics

Class: MWF 3:00 - 3:50pm, D-212

Professor: G.P.Gilfoyle; Office: Gottwald Science Center, D-110, phone: 804-289-
8255; email: ggilfoyl@richmond.edu; Office hours: MWF 10:20-11:20 am,
T 10:30-11:30 am, T 3:30-4:30 pm. Other times are when you catch me.

Objective: To gain an understanding of the fundamentals of quantum mechanics.

Textbook: Introductory Quantum Mechanics, 4th ed. by Richard L. Li-
boff (required); Mathematical Handbook by M.R.Spiegel, Schaum’s
Outline Series (recommended), and Physics for Scientists and Engi-
neers, 4th ed. by Knight (recommended).

Software: Mathematica, (required) (to download go to http://is.richmond.edu/

hardware-software/software/specialty/mathematica.html).

Webpage: https://facultystaff.richmond.edu/~ggilfoyl/qm.html.

Prerequisites: Physics 260 or Chemistry 310 or permission of the Department.

Course
Work:

Each class meeting will consist of some combination of lecture, demon-
stration, computational laboratory work, or student presentation.

Attendance: Attendance at all classes is expected. Unexcused absences will result in
a grade of zero for any missed activity. Excessive absences will lower the
final grade. An excused absence is one given by the dean, a doctor, a
department, or the instructor for what is deemed to be sufficient reason
provided there is adequate advanced warning (one day). A student is
responsible for all work missed during an absence.

Grading: Grades will be computed on the following basis:

Homework 40%
Tests 30% (15% for each of 2 tests)
Final Exam 30% (Dec 13, 2 pm)

Make-up tests and laboratories will not be administered. If a test is missed for
an excused absence the next test will count more heavily to make up the loss.

Homework: Homework will be assigned regularly, but only a fraction will be collected. Ex-
ams are based on these assignments. Unexcused, late, homework submissions
will be reduced by one point if not handed in during the appropriate class
period. An additional point will be subtracted for each subsequent day late.
Late submissions will be excused only at the discretion of the instructor.

Homework assignments will be listed on the course webpage (see above).

You are encouraged to discuss the homework with others, but any work handed
in must be entirely your own to receive full credit.

Exams: Tests and exams will consist of short-answer questions and problems.

http://is.richmond.edu/hardware-software/software/specialty/mathematica.html
http://is.richmond.edu/hardware-software/software/specialty/mathematica.html
https://facultystaff.richmond.edu/~ggilfoyl/qm.html


Attendance Policy

Students should attend all classes for the full period. Those who are sick should not attend
class and should inform the instructor in a timely fashion. Excessive, unexcused absences will
be penalized. An excused absence is given by the instructor for sufficient reason provided there
is adequate warning in a timely fashion.

• Make-up tests, quizzes, and labs will not be administered. If an activity is missed due
to an excused absence the next activity will count extra to make up the loss. Unexcused
absences will result in a grade of zero. The student is responsible for all missed work.

• Students must:

– Notify instructors in advance of the absence if possible.

– Contact the Student Health Center if sick.

– Keep up with classwork if they are able to do so.

– Submit assignments on time whenever possible.

– Work with their instructors to try to reschedule any missed assignments.

– Stay in close communication with their instructors.

• This attendance policy puts everyone on their honor. Falsely reporting a reason for an
absence is an honor code violation.

Honor Code

This course is taught in accordance with the University of Richmond Honor Code, which can
be accessed here. For each test and quiz you are required to sign a pledge to neither give
nor receive unauthorized assistance during the completion of the work. You can work together
on homework and problem sets, but each student must contribute to the group and materials
turned in for evaluation must represent your own understanding. You are expected to treat
everyone with respect.

Diversity and Inclusion

The University of Richmond is committed to developing a diverse workforce and student body
and to modeling an inclusive campus community which values the expression of differences
in ways that promote excellence in teaching, learning, personal development and institutional
success: inclusion.richmond.edu.

https://studentdevelopment.richmond.edu/student-handbook/honor/
https://inclusion.richmond.edu/


Homework Assignments

A VERY effective way to study physics is to do the homework as the material is covered in class
and then do additional problems when you study for an exam. See the course website below for
the latest updates on assigned homework problems.

https://facultystaff.richmond.edu/~ggilfoyl/qm/homework309.html

Electronic copies of the problems are linked to the homework assignment page. Solutions for
those assigned problems can also be found on the course website at the appropriate time usually
the week after they are assigned. The problems and solutions are password-protected and are
solely for the use of students in Physics 309 and are not be shared with people outside this class.
The solutions, in particular, are not be downloaded, printed, or archived in any way. Sharing,
saving, or archiving these solutions are Honor code violations.

The sections on the website refer to the text Physics for Scientists and Engineers (4th
edition) by Knight.

Help With Physics Homework

If you have trouble with homework help is available from me during my office hours (see page 1
of this syllabus) and at other times when I’m available. A list of the services at the Academic
Skills Center (http://asc.richmond.edu, 289-8626 or 289-8956) is at the following address along
with other information.

http://asc.richmond.edu

Course Webpage

This syllabus and the other course materials can be found on the Phys 309 webpage at the
following address.

https://facultystaff.richmond.edu/~ggilfoyl/qm.html

You can also find this link on the Blackboard page for Physics 309.

https://facultystaff.richmond.edu/~ggilfoyl/qm/homework309.html
http://asc.richmond.edu
http://asc.richmond.edu
https://facultystaff.richmond.edu/~ggilfoyl/qm.html


Physics 309 Schedule

Fall, 2024

Date Topic (Chapter) Date Topic (Chapter)

Aug 26 Experimental Foundations (1-2) Oct 21 Spring Break

28 " 23 "

30 The Postulates (2-3) 25 "

Sep 2 MLK Day 28 The CO Spectrum (7)

4 The Postulates (2-3) 30 "

6 " Nov 1 "

9 Rules of the Game I (4) 4 Solar Fusion (7)

11 " 6 "

13 " 8 "

16 " 11 Radioactive Decay (7)

18 Uncertainty 13 "

20 " 15 "

23 " 18 "

25 Rules of the Game II (5) 20 Test 2

27 " 22 The CO rotator

30 " 25 "

Oct 2 Test 1 27 "

4 Time Development (6) 29 "

7 " Dec 2 "

9 " 4 "

11 " 6 "

14 The CO Spectrum (7)

16 "

18 "

Final Exam: Friday, Dec 13, 2 pm - 5 pm.




