
The Postulates

1. Each physical, measurable quantity, � , has a corresponding operator,�
� , that satisfies the eigenvalue equation

�
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that quantity yields the eigenvalues of

�
� .

2. Measurement of the observable � leaves the system in a state that is

an eigenfunction of
�

� .

3. The state of a system is represented by a wave function � which is

continuous and differentiable and contains all the information regarding

the system. The average value of any physical observable � is

determined by � � � � �	 	
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4. The time development of the wave function is determined by
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where " is the reduced mass.


