JSA Travel Support Fund for Nuclear Physics Day on the Hill and other Congressional Visits

Background:  Members of Congress and their staffs are often unaware of the economic and scientific impact of JLab on their state and districts.  The most effective way to change this situation is for scientists from the Members district or state to visit Congress. JLab users participate in two annual congressional outreach efforts, the Nuclear Physics Day on the Hill, and  the Congressional visit by  the National User Facilities Organization. However, compared to the other labs, participation by JLab users has been rather anemic, and confined primarily to university faculty from Virginia and Washington DC. It is very important to have a wider participation from users across the nation including graduate students and post-docs. A lack of travel support for such outreach activities is one of the reasons for the small turnout. A dedicated travel support fund for congressional outreach and other outreach activities is likely to boost participation. Experience shows that universities strongly encourage visits to the Congress and when asked are usually willing to match support for such visits. We hope to leverage this mutual concern and objective. 

Request:  To ensure strong and continued support for nuclear physics research, it is essential that JLab users take an active role in communicating to members of Congress about the value of basic research in nuclear physics and the importance of supporting  nuclear physics research. The annual Nuclear Physics day on the Hill organized by BNL, JLab and NSCL outreach divisions and user groups and the Congressional visit organized by the National User Facilities Organization are two such efforts to visit member of Congress and their staffers in Washington DC. These visits help demonstrate the value of their support for nuclear physics and communicates the excitement and enthusiasm of the scientists. It is very important to have a wide representation from the entire JLab user community. The last two years have seen a small but increasing participation from JLab users, however, most of the participants were faculty from universities in Virginia and Washington DC. A much larger and wider participation from the users of other nuclear physics labs which included graduate students and post-docs was observed. 

In order to improve participation it would be very useful to have a dedicated fund to support such visits by scientists from all over the country. Many users have expressed an interest in participating but have stayed away because of lack of travel funds, lack of experience  and some lack of information. All of the information from previous visits including personal accounts will be made available on the JLab User Group wiki. We anticipate that these steps will dramatically improve participation in future events.

We want to support about 20 participants effectively doubling the number of participants compared to the 2014 NP day on the Hill. We also expect at least of 25% of the participants to be students and post-docs. The project

 period will run from January 2015 to December 2015. We request a total of $10000 to support travel expenses for 20 participants.

Administrative Details: The travel fund committee will consists of the PI, the Co-PIs and the User Group Chair.  A JLab user who wants to participate in the NP day or the NUFO congressional visit may request travel support by submitting a written request. The committee will then approve the funds bases on availability of funds and will try to ensure that at least 1/3 of the recipients are junior scientists. 

Assessment:  All recipients of travel support will be asked to add their account of the visit to the User Group wiki in a form of a short report. The success of the program will be evaluated in terms of the increases in the number of participants to the NP day on the Hill and the NUFO Congressional visit.

Summary:  We request $10,000 to fund participation of JLab users in Congressional outreach events such as the NP day on the Hill and NUFO Congressional visit. These funds will help boost participation by JLab users and ensure a wider cross section of JLab users participate in such events. 

